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LET’S GO GREEN!

We currently have 63 people out

of  230 on the mailing list who have opted to receive their Messenger by email. Let’s help the planet and the save the church money by increasing that number. If you are willing to receive an e-messenger, please send an email 

to the Editor at heatherwiw@rcn.com. THANKS!

 november birthdays

1
Mark Melkonian, Jr.

3
Betty Baumann

4
Jessica Schwarz

6
John Melkonian

13
Emma Ryti

14
George Cushman

16 
Heather Houde

16
Mary Samour

16
Susan Gagnon

19
Madelyn Machnik

20
Sandra Barrett

20 
Neal Collins

22
Judith Clark

23
Kevin Daly

24
Mark Paolini

26
Rita Collins

30
Eleanor Teschek

 


If you would like to be added to the birthday list, please call the church office or email Heather.

 

Christian Education

The Christian Education Committee would like to revitalize our Youth Room.   Do you have a chair or sofa that you do not use anymore?  (in good condition) Would you consider donating a sofa or chair to the church?  Pick up at your home and transportation to the church would be provided.

 

We are also looking for book cases and 2 locking cabinets (not too large) with a couple of shelves to store Sunday School Supplies in the classrooms.

 

If you are able to make a donation please contact a member of the CE Committee (Jill Albiani, Wenyi Bien, Heather Oliver, Kathy Bergstrom, Susan Witherall or Linda Merrow)  We are always there on Sundays with a class or you can see us at coffee hour.  Our numbers are also in the directory if it is easier for you to make a telephone call.

The following are the dates for the family Sundays when there will be no Sunday School and all children are welcome in worship.  Part of Christian Education is helping our children learn to participate in worship.




January 17

April 4

November 29

February 14

April 18

December 27

March 28

May 30
 

******************************************************

 

TEAM JESUS NEEDS YOU!!!!

 

If you are available to teach a class a couple times a month, once a month or you would like to assist a teacher, please contact Linda Merrow.  

******************************************************
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   HOLLY FAIR                   

NOVEMBER 13TH AND 14TH
Friday

7PM - 9PM 
Fair and Pie Social

Saturday  
9AM - 2PM
Fair, Coffee Hour and Luncheon.

Saturday 
5:30 PM
Ham & Bean Dinner followed by Auction.
To make this fair a success requires many, many hands.  There will be a book room, a white elephant room, children’s room with clothing and toys, cotton and knit items, jewelry, crafts and a country store.  If you have time to volunteer, please sign you name on the poster in fellowship hall or contact Linda Merrow,

We would welcome your donations of baked goods, knit items, jewelry, books, children’s clothing and white elephant items.  Donations for the Auction would also be appreciated.

Donations may be left on the stage.  If you have an item that requires pick up, please contact Linda Merrow at 781-438-2475.   

    Snippets from the Search Committee

Hello Church Family,

Thank you again for your support when taking the survey, as well as your moral support through this process. We are gathering the data from the survey, and we will be happy to share the results when completed. What we have seen so far has confirmed what we suspected; we have a great church family.  Please continue to pray for all of us.

 

Kevin O'Neil, Chair

Youth Group

The next youth group meeting for 6 - 9th graders will be on November 20th, from 5:30-7:30  in the youth lounge. It is a Friday evening and we will have some sort of supper, so nobody will be hungry!  We will play a game or two and then have a discussion of what we want to plan for this year.  I hope to see all the youth there and each should try to bring a friend. Even though there were only five people at the last meeting, we had an awesome time. We hope the group continues to grow.  Looking forward to see you there, tell a friend.


Donna Wall and Kyle Droz  

Christmas Pageant

Its that time again!  Time to plan the Christmas Pageant.. The Christmas Pageant has been a tradition at First Church for many years and we would like to make sure the tradition continues.

 

The Christian Education Committee is asking for your help to select a Christmas Story and make it happen!  If you have a favorite story that we could turn into a Christmas Pageant please let us know. !  If you are willing to coordinate the pageant, let us know!  If you are able to sew costumes, we need your help. We have many costumes that are worn out or need a little mending.  If you are willing to spend time at rehearsal to help guide the children we need your assistance.    Please contact Jill Albiani if you would like to help. 

Pie Social

The pie social will held Friday night November the 13th from 7-9 pm.  We need people who would like to bake a pie, and/or help serve pie & ice cream that evening. Also we need as many people to come and eat pie on November the 13th. If you are able to help please pass on your name to Barbara Severance at 781-933-6058 or barbaraseverance@yahoo.com I look forward to your help.

 

Thanks,

Barbara Severance

Brunch was a success!!

Thanks to all who attended the Golden Age Brunch. $225 was raised for the Steeple Fund. There were no leftovers! There were many requests for the recipe for the Blueberry French Toast:

Blueberry French Toast     serves 8
12 sl. P Farm white sandwich bread
crusts removed and cubed
2 c. fresh or frozen blueberries
2 8 oz. pkg. brick cream cheese, cubed
12 eggs
3 c. milk
1/3c. maple syrup
Layer bread, berries, & cheese in a 9x13 greased pan
Beat eggs, milk, & syrup together, pour over above
Cover with foil  refrigerate overnight
Bake at 350 for 30 minutes covered, remove foil 
bake about 20 min. more until golden brown & cooked thru
Serve with Blueberry Sauce:
1c. sugar
1c. water
2tbs. cornstarch
1 c. blueberries
2 tbs. butter
Blend water, sugar & cornstarch & cook 
stirring, over med. heat until thickened
Add berries, & cook another 5 minutes
Add butter & cook until melted
Can be made a day ahead & reheated to serve  
tea anyone?
We are considering having another Tea Party next year.  February 14, 2010, a Sunday which happens to be Valentine’s Day, is being considered.  Any ladies who would like to hostess a table for her friends and relatives for this event should speak to Judy Clark (781-944-7240).  We have 6 hostesses signed up for the tea, so we need a few more.
Serve New England

Serve N.E. continues its non-profit food cooperative here at First Church again in November.  

Sign-Up: November 5th 6:00-8:00pm (outside the youth lounge) 

Food Delivery: November 21st  9:00-11:00am (youth lounge)

Serve New England provides monthly distributions of meats, produce, and other grocery items at 30-50% discounts.  This program is open to anyone.  The only requirement is that participants complete 2 hours of volunteer or community service per month in their community. Sara in the church office will have all the registration forms, as well as the community service receipts. If you have any questions, feel free to contact me or you can learn more information about Serve at the website www.servenewengland.org
Thanks!

Tim Korwan

Dear Church Family,

I want to tell you that I appreciate the over whelming response on the donations to my Eagle project.

My Mom and I wanted to have a coffee hour as a fundraising effort to get my project going for the music rooms closet that is being built. The donations were so very generous.  A couple of weeks later when I was in church, I could not believe that the donations from another coffee hour were also being donated to my project.  I wish to thank you all for your support. This is why I feel the sprit of family when I walk through the doors of this church. Special thank you to Jeremy Little and his family, and also to Pastor Diane for contributing the proceeds from her coffee hour. I have already raised $297.50 for this project.

Evan (& Kathy & Ron) Bergstrom

Pastor’s Ponderings

Dear Friends,


Are you comfortable with your given name?  Or do you feel it does not suit you?  One of my second cousins is named Margaret Ellen, after an aunt and a grandmother.  When she started school, she announced her name was Ellie and refused to answer to Margaret.  Her parents eventually gave in to this determined six-year-old, and she has become Ellie, and it suits her.  We find in the Bible several examples of name changes:

God changes the name of Abram to Abraham which signified the beginning of a new life of serving God.  Jesus changed the name of one of his disciples from Simon to Cephas, which is translated as rock in Greek, and Peter in English.


In the Acts of the Apostles, when a man named Joseph of Cyprus sold a field and brought the money and laid it at the apostles’ feet, they gave him the name of Barnabas, which means “son of encouragement.”  Joseph became Barnabas.  He lived into that name by turning his life over to following Jesus and by encouraging many others in the faith.  Barnabas was instrumental in convincing the apostles that Saul, whose name was changed by God to Paul, had truly been converted from a persecutor of the first Christians to a devoted follower of Christ.


These biblical name changes are dramatic and make a point that a person can change.  God is calling each of us to follow Jesus.  We do not have to change our names.  We need to change our hearts.  We can learn from Barnabas.  I recently read a book, Becoming Barnabas, the Ministry of Encouragement, in which the author states that “we are all capable of developing this gift, and we are all called to do so.  We can become a Barnabas.  In a ministry of encouragement, we will stand by others, guide and counsel them, urge, comfort, motivate, strengthen, inspire, and console.”  


As we continue in this time of transition, I pray that we may all work toward becoming sons and daughters of encouragement, not only to each other within our church family but also to our families, friends, neighbors, co-workers.  We especially should be supporting and encouraging the pastor search committee and praying for them.  May our ministry of encouragement also be a ministry of hospitality and may our Christian love pour out into the community.


May we remember the words of the prophet Micah who asks, “What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?” (Micah 6:8)  


Peace and blessings to all of you,  Pastor Diane

Poinsettias

The Christmas poinsettias will be on display December 13th and 20th  in the sanctuary.  Deliveries to the sick will be made on December 13th.  To order a poinsettia in memory of a loved one, please fill out the form below and return it to the church

no later than December 6th, 2009.

Given by_________________________________________

Address_________________________________________

Phone Number____________________________________

In Memory of______________________________________

Please circle your choice:        Red         White

Give to sick                  Will pick up

Please attach $20.00 – make checks out to:

First Congregational Church

AMICA is BACK
December 7 at 6pm.  Supper and a Yankee Swap.  We will have Harrows pies for the main course, so ladies can bring a salad or dessert or pay $5.  Bring a wrapped holiday item valued at $5 for the Yankee Swap.  We will contact everyone on the list or you can speak to Eleanor or Judy to make a reservation.  This is always a fun time with lots of laughs.  Come and join us for the evening.  If you need a ride, one can be arranged.

Food Pantry News:

Here is our list of "Items of the Week" for the month of November.  Please remember to pick up these items when you are grocery shopping.  Please do your part to help stock our pantry for those in need in our church community and in Stoneham and the neighboring communities.

Nov. 1 – 7 

Hot Chocolate/Coffee/Tea

Nov. 8 – 14 

Ketchup/Mayo/Mustard

Nov. 15 – 21

Jellies/Jams

Nov. 22 – 28

Pancake Mix/Syrup

Nov. 29 – Dec. 5
Beef Stews/Beef Soups

Thank you all for your continued help! 

Lynn Haddad, Lorraine Savage and Sara Thompson

The Entertainment Book is still available!

Please help us raise money for the annual Church Fair fund! We are selling Entertainment 2010, a book packed with money-saving coupons for dining out, travel, entertainment, shopping, home keeping, and much more. The cost of the book is $25.00, a portion of which goes to the Church. The book will be available during Coffee Hours for perusal and purchase. It makes a wonderful personal gift or hostess present. To purchase Entertainment 2010, contact Jill Geisler on Sundays at church or at 781-662-0450. 

craft group

Crafts will meet Nov. 3 & Nov. 10 at 9:30 am. All are welcome to come and join us.  


messenger deadline

The Deadline for the December 2009 Messenger is Thursday, November 19th.


Missions Schedule

Sunday November 8th 11:30 Missions Meeting

Tuesday November10th, 5:30 p.m. Hungry Helpers

Sunday November 15th
Missions Coffee Hour

Missions is Recruiting Meal Captains!
Have you always wanted to be more involved with Hungry Helpers or Bread & Roses, but can’t make it each month or every quarter? The Missions Committee is recruiting Hungry Helpers and Bread & Roses Captains. The commitment is for just once a year!! 

Hungry Helpers Captain – one evening a year!

· Time commitment - 3.5 – 4 hours on a Tuesday 

· Direct a team of 5 -10 volunteers who will prepare a salad, warm a pre-prepared meal, serve the meal, and clean-up 

Bread & Roses Captain - one weekend, once a year! 

· Time commitment - about 6 hours spread over a Friday night and Saturday afternoon

· Direct a team of 5-10 volunteers that prepares a set meal for 200 

We’re also recruiting grocery shoppers and delivery drivers for the Bread & Roses meals.

B & R Shoppers – 

· Time commitment – about one hour on the Thursday or Friday prior to the meal

· Purchase and deliver groceries to the church prior to Friday by 5:00 p.m.

B& R Delivery – 

· Time Commitment – one hour

· Load meal at 3:30 for delivery to Bread & Roses in Lawrence at 4:00 p.m. 

· Must have a vehicle which can accommodate 10 large foil trays.

If you’d like to learn more about any of these volunteer opportunities, contact Lynn Haddad at 781-246-5849 or lahaddad@verizon.net

Toiletries Collection

Don’t forget to bring home the complimentary soap, 

shampoo, and other toiletry items from your travels. 

These items will be delivered to Emmaus, Inc. in Haverhill and Rosie’s Place in Boston for distribution to their patrons.

Unopened, travel-size toiletries may be left in the Missions’ collection basket in the church office.

Save the Date

December 10th, 6 – 9 p.m.

Fundraiser at the Dockside in Wakefield.
The Sound System is coming! The Sound System is coming!

First Church has purchased a new sound system. This should give a huge boost to our wonderful choir, cantatas, drama program & video broadcasts, as well as enhance the listening experience for all on Sunday Mornings.  A HUGE thank you goes out to John Burke and Jim Davis for the phenomenal work they did in the balcony, making the necessary modifications to accommodate the sound system equipment. We are hoping the system will be installed by the Cantata. If anyone would like to contribute towards the cost of this upgrade, please label your check as “sound system”. Thanks! 

	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	                              1
	2
	                             3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	8:30 Choir

10:00 Worship

11:30 Diaconate


	8-9 AA (Lounge)

7:00 Search Comm.

	9:30 Crafts

5:45 Comm. Dinner

7:00 Book Study/Parlor
	3:30 Chimes

4:30 Drama

7:30 Adventista

         (Chapel)
	6-8 Serve Orders
7:00 Cantata Rehearsal
	
	9-2 Adventista  



	8:30 Choir           8
	 9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	                           14

	10:00 Worship

11:30 Church Council


	8-9 AA (Lounge)


	9:30 Crafts

5:45 Comm. Dinner 

7:00  Book Study/Parlor 
	7:30 Adventista

        (Chapel)

OFFICE CLOSED


	7:00 Cantata Rehearsal 


	PIE SOCIAL 7-9
	9-4 Adventista

FAIR 9-2

	8:30 Choir          15
	16
	                           17
	                           18
	19
	                           21
	21

	10:00 Worship

11:30 Search Comm.


	8-9 AA (Lounge)


	5:45 Comm. Dinner 

7:00  Book Study/Parlor
	3:30 Chimes

4:30 Drama

7:30 Adventista

        (Chapel)
	7:00 Cantata Rehearsal
	
	9-2 Adventista

9:30-2:30 English at Large Tutor Training

	8:30 Choir          22
	23
	                             24
	 25
	26
	27
	28

	10:00 Worship

11:30 Trustees

________________

  Family Sunday  29

 8:30 Choir

10:00 Worship
	8-9 AA (Lounge) 

_______________

                           30

8-9 AA (Lounge)

7:30 Books & Choc. 


	5:45 Comm. Dinner

7:00 Book Study/Parlor


	3:30 Chimes

4:30 Drama

7:30 Adventista

        (Chapel)


	OFFICE CLOSED


	OFFICE CLOSED
	9-2 Adventista




Daily Lectionary

November 2009
	 Day 
	Date 
	Old Testament 
	New Testament 
	Epistle 

	*Sun 
	Nov 1 
	Ruth 1:1-8 
	Mark 12:28-34 
	Heb 9:11-14 

	Mon 
	Nov 2 
	Jer 36:1-10 
	Luke 13:10-17 
	1 Tim 1:1-11 

	Tues 
	Nov 3 
	Jer 36:11-26 
	Luke 13:18-30 
	1 Tim 1:12-20 

	Wed 
	Nov 4 
	Jer 36:27-37:2 
	Luke 13:31-35 
	1 Tim 2:1-7 

	Thurs 
	Nov 5 
	Jer 37:3-21 
	Luke 14:1-11 
	1 Tim 2:8-15 

	Fri 
	Nov 6 
	Jer 38:1-13 
	Luke 14;12-24 
	1 Tim 3:1-7 

	Sat 
	Nov 7 
	Jer 38:14-28 
	Luke 14:25-35 
	1 Tim 3:8-16 

	*Sun 
	Nov 8 
	Ruth 3:1-5;4:13-17 
	Mark 12:38-44 
	Heb 9:24-28 

	Mon 
	Nov 9 
	Jer 39:1-18 
	Luke 15:1-10 
	1 Tim 4:1-6 

	Tues 
	Nov 10 
	Jer 33:1-14 
	Luke 15:11-32 
	1 Tim 4:7-16 

	Wed 
	Nov 11 
	Lam 1:1-12 
	Luke 16:1-9 
	1 Tim 5:1-8 

	Thurs 
	Nov 12 
	Lam 2:1-15 
	Luke 16:19-31 
	1 Tim 5:9-16 

	Fri 
	Nov 13 
	Ezra 1:1-11 
	Luke 16:10-18 
	1 Tim 5:17-24 

	Sat 
	Nov 14 
	Ezra 3:1-13 
	Luke 17:1-10 
	1 Tim 6:1-5 

	*Sun 
	Nov 15 
	1 Sam1:4-20 
	Mark 13:1-8 
	Heb 10:11-14,(15-18),19-25 

	Mon 
	Nov 16 
	Ezra 4:1-24 
	Luke 17:11-19 
	1 Tim 6:6-12 

	Tues 
	Nov 17 
	Ezra 5:1-17 
	Luke 17:20-37 
	1 Tim 6:13-21 

	Wed 
	Nov 18 
	Ezra 6:1-22 
	Luke 18:1-8 
	Phil 2;1-11 

	Thurs 
	Nov 19 
	Ezra 7(1-10) 11-26 
	Luke 18:9-14 
	1 Cor 3:10-13 

	Fri 
	Nov 20 
	Ezra 7:27-28,8:21-36 
	Luke 23:1-12 
	Eph1:3-14 

	Sat 
	Nov 21 
	Ezra 9:1-15 
	Luke 23:35-43 
	Eph1:15-23 

	*Sun 
	Nov 22 
	2 Sam 23:1-7 
	John 18:33-37 
	Rev 1:4b-8 

	Mon 
	Nov 23 
	Ezra 10:1-17 
	Luke 18:15-30 
	Rom 15:7-13 

	Tues 
	Nov 24 
	Neh 9:1-25 
	Luke 18:31-43 
	1 Thess 1:1-5 

	Wed 
	Nov 25 
	Neh 9:26-38 
	Luke 19:1-10 
	1 Thess 1:6-12 

	Thurs 
	Nov 26 
	Jer 3:15-18 
	Luke 19:11-27 
	1 Thess 2:1-12 

	Fri 
	Nov 27 
	Jer 4:1-4 
	Luke 19:28-40 
	1 Thess 2:13-20 

	Sat 
	Nov 28 
	Jer 23:1-9 
	Luke 19:41-48 
	1 Thess 3:1-9 

	*Sun 
	Nov 29 
	Jer 33:14-16 
	Luke21:25-36 
	1 Thess 3:9-13 

	Mon 
	Nov 30 
	Jer 33:19-26 
	Luke 21:10-14 
	1 Thess 4:1-8


church staff





Rev. Diane Cusumano, Interim Pastor


Sara Thompson, Secretary


John Piskadlo, Sexton


Joyce Simpson, Music Director


Heather Oliver, Treasurer


Judi Perry, Sunday School Superintendent


Donna Wall, Youth Director
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