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Pastor’s Corner

Dear Friends,

One of my favorite prayers begins with the words, “God, my Friend, | offer you this
day ...” If calling God Friend seems strange to you, please read the following poem,

entitled Love, by Roy Croft:

1 love you, And for drawing out into the light
Not only for what you are, All the beautiful belongings
But for what I am That no one else had looked
When I am with you. Quite far enough to find.
I love you, I love you because you have done
Not only for what More than any creed could have done
You have made of yourself To make me good
But for what you are making of me. And more than any fate could have done
To make me happy.
1 love you,
For putting your hand You have done it without a touch,
Into my heaped up heart Without a word, without a sign.
And passing over You have done it by being yourself.
All the foolish, weak things Perhaps, that is what being a friend means
That you can't help dimly seeing there. after all.

“Perhaps, that is what being a friend means after all.” While this poem addresses
the nature of genuine human friendship, try reading it while imagining God is the
one being addressed. Much of this poem could describe God’s great love for us

and our grateful response!

In this short month of February (and thank goodness it's short — it’s so gloomy!)
| invite you to reflect on the power of God’s love in our lives. God readily
forgives our failings when we admit them. God sees goodness in us when we
don’t see it ourselves. God’s love will draw out of us the very best we can be.
Above all, you and I can become channels of that all-encompassing grace for

others.

When you see hearts this month (and you’ll see many!), let them be a reminder that
the Creator of the universe has chosen to live, supremely at home, in yours!

Blessings, Merrie
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Missions Schedule

Tuesday, Feb. 8" 5:30 p.m. Hungry Helpers

One Church St. Sunday, Feb 13" Missions Committee Meeting
Stoneham, MA 02180

781-438-0097 th L
781-438-0238 (fax) Sunday, Feb. 20™ — Missions coffee hour

: Volunteers Needed for Hungry Helpers
Sundays, 10AM . B Volunteers are needed to assist with our church’s Community

COME WORSHIP WITH US!

Dinner meal on the second Tuesday of each month. If you can
help out, arrive at 5:30 to serve or come a bit later to assist
with clearing tables and washing up. For more information,

contact Lynn Haddad.

Staff of the Church:

Rev. Meredith Allen, Pastor

Joyce Simpson, Music Director

Sara Thompson, Secretary

John Piskadlo, Sexton
Judi Perry, Sunday School Superintendent
Kevin O’Neil, Youth Group Director
Heather Oliver, Treasurer & Messenger Editor

Mark the Date
Ping-Pong Tournament

We are on the Web!
Our third annual Ping-Pong Tournament will be held on

Friday, March 25.

www.firstchurchstoneham.org
Or

www.facebook.com th . . .
In the January 16 issue of Parade magazine, an article
stated that ping-pong is good for the mind as well as the
body. Studies show that “after playing, blood flow to the
Books & Chocolate brain increases, along with the ability to process
thoughts.” So come to First Church on March 25 and

see the best thinkers/players battle for first place.

- Upcoming events for the Books &
:. Chocolate Group:

February 21 - Movie Night at Judy's - 7pm (or earlier if you like) movie to be determined

March 21 - Book Night at the church - 7:30pm "In the Time of Butterflies" by Julia
- Alvarez

»
%

April 25 - Movie Night at Judy's - 7pm "In theTime of Butterflies"
May 23 - Book Night at the church - 7:30pm "Cutting for Stone" by Abraham Verghese
: June - date to be determined - field trip, tentatively to the Garden in the Woods and the

. Wayside Tavern

<
.....................................................................................
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Sunday School News
\

Wasn't January an exciting month? Be sure to take a look at the collages
entitled "Pictures of God" made by the children in grades 3-8. I hope you all
had a chance to see the BIG fish that the children in grades K-2 made. They
all had a wonderful time playing in the belly of the fish. Did you find a penny
in your cupcake and receive a crown?

Family Sunday for February will be Fe. 20th, the beginning of school
vacation. On Feb. 6th, the children will be learning about how Jacob and Esau
reconciled. On the 13th the lesson will be about Jacob's family, and on the
27th they will learn about Joseph in Egypt.

As always, T ask that you pray for our Sunday School teachers who spend
more than a Saturday evening preparing the lessons for Sunday mornings.
They give so much of themselves and we are truly grateful for all their hard
work.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if there is anything I can do to help or
answer questions.

Yours in Christ,

Judi Perry
Dir. Of Christian Education.

**On a side note, while Judi is dealing with broken arms and shoulder
surgeries (good luck!ll), Lorraine Savage will be filling in for Judi, so feel
free to contact Lorraine about Sunday School while Judi is sick & healing. **
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1 Paul Bilbo Bi R;“- mA T
1 John Chetwynd
1 Kimberly Savage 16 Helen Lister
6 Esther Lee 16 Zachary Dearth
6 Jason Sawyer 19 Elsie Wallace
11 Lorraine Prestera 22 David Sturks
12 Emily Wallace 22 Mark Savage
13 Jan Droz 24 Arthur Clark
14 Merrie Allen 26 Katy Bemis
15 Ryan Bergstrom 28 Donna Wall
15 Heather Merrow
15 Rob Merrow

If you would like to be added to the birthday list, please email heatherwiw@rcn.com

Crafts

Crafts will meet February 8,
15, & 22...weather permitting.
Come and join us from 9:30-

12:00 in the craft room.

First Church is on TV?

Couldn’t get to service this
week? Loved the sermon so
much you want to hear it again?
First Church services are

rebroadcast all week!

Comcast users: Channel 9

Verizon users: Channel 34

RCN users: Channel 3

The schedule and channels are
as follows:
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Let’s Go
Green!

We currently have 78
people out

of 219 on
the mailing list < £

G 'ﬁ'\&
who have opted "

to receive their Messenger
by email. Let’s help the
planet and the save the
church money by
increasing that number. If
you are willing to receive
an e-messenger, please
send an email to the Editor
heatherwiw@rcn.com or
holiver @thecia.net.
THANKS

FROM THE TRUSTEES

Handicap Access: An Eagle Scout project under discussion
is a project to improve handicap access to Fellowship Hall
and remove the existing metal ramp. The Trustees are
looking for a Church member to serve as liaison with the
Scouts & Trustees on this project. If you are interested
please contact John DeAmicis.

Weekly Schedule:
Monday 6:00 PM
Tuesday 10:00 AM
Wednesday 4:00 PM
Thursday 10:00 AM
Saturday 8:00 AM
Sunday 8:00 AM



An invitation from a sister church, as they prepare to
close their doors...

PLEASANT STREET CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, UCC

168 YEARS OF WORSHIP, FELLOWSHIP AND SERVICE

Please join us on
ﬂ)ﬂ(h‘l.
ls ,l

‘ ' Saturday February 5, 2011
g ( //l" as we remember the History of this congregation,

.'%M :L' 7‘!‘ mﬁ 3 “i and celebrate its Legacy.
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3:00 PM Open House

4:00 PM Legacy Worship Service
5:30 PM Reception

If you plan to attend the Reception, please RSVP to the church

office at 781.643.0553 or via email at psccl1 @juno.com Snow date
is February 6 with the same schedule.

Although we are closing, we remain faithful Easter people, and pray to make our legacy a gift that
will help God’s people throughout the world.

PLEASANT STREET CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, UCC
L]

75 Pleasant Street

Arlington, MA 02476

A note from Merrie:

My granddaughter turns one on February 23, and I'm headed to Australia to celebrate with her. |

- leave the evening of Feb. |3 and I'll return on March 4. In my absence two terrific pastors will
preach, the Rev. Pam Barz on Feb. 20 and the Rev. Judy Brain on Feb. 27. Please make these visiting

ministers feel welcome by wearing your name tags and speaking to them after worship!

«  Please call on one of the deacons if you need assistance.

Page 5

e o o o o o o
e o o o o o o
e o o o o o o
e o o o o o o
e o o o o o o
e o o o o o o
e o o o o o o



FEBRUARY 2011

o o o
e o o o o o
.o-oonooo""'

.

e © o o o o

Page 6

The story of Jonah and the Whale, one of the oddest accounts in the Bible, opens with God speaking to Jonah, son of Amittiii,
commanding him to preach repentance to the city of Nineveh. Jonah found this order unbearable. Not only was Nineveh known for its wickedngss,
but it was also the capital of the Assyrian empire, one of Israel's fiercest enemies. Jonah, a stubborn fellow, did just the opposite of what he was fold.
He went down to the seaport of Joppa and booked passage on a ship to Tarshish, heading directly away from Nineveh. The Bible tells us Jonah "ran
away from the Lord."

L]

In response, God sent a violent storm, which threatened to break the ship to pieces. The terrified crew cast lots, determining that Jonah was :
responsible for the storm. Jonah told them to throw him overboard. First they tried rowing to shore, but the waves got even higher. Afraid of God,
the sailors finally tossed Jonah into the sea, and the water immediately grew calm. The crew made a sacrifice to God, swearing vows to him.
L]

.

Instead of drowning, Jonah was swallowed by a great fish, which God provided. In the belly of the whale, Jonah repented and cried out to God in
prayer. He praised God, ending with the eerily prophetic statement, "Salvation comes from the Lord." (Jonah 2:9, NIV)

Jonah was in the giant fish three days. God commanded the whale, and it vomited the reluctant prophet onto dry land. This time Jonah obeyed G0§I.
He walked through Nineveh proclaiming that in forty days the city would be destroyed. Surprisingly, the Ninevites believed Jonah's message and |
repented, wearing sackcloth and covering themselves in ashes. God had compassion on them and did not destroy them.

Again Jonah questioned God, because Jonah was angry that Israel's enemies had been spared. When Jonah stopped outside the city to rest, God ~ *

provided a vine to shelter him from the hot sun. Jonah was happy with the vine, but the next day God provided a worm that ate the vine, making it
wither. Growing faint in the sun, Jonah complained again.

God scolded Jonah for being concerned about a vine, but not about Nineveh, which had 120,000 lost people. The story ends with God expressing :
concern even about the wicked. .
Points of Interest from Jonah and the Whale: + God commands everything in his Creation, er’
to a whale, to carry out his plan. God is in control. ¢

« Jonah spent the same amount of time—three days—inside the whale as Jesus Christ did in the
preached salvation to the lost.

« It's not important whether it was a great fish or a whale that swallowed Jonah. The point of the . 4 <) =80 d
can provide a supernatural means of rescue when his people are in trouble.

* Some scholars believe the Ninevites paid attention to Jonah because of his bizarre appearance. They speculate that the whale's stomach acid
bleached Jonah's hair, skin, and clothing a ghostly white.

great fish for three days, Jesus compared himself to Jonah, showing that this prophet existed and that the story was historically accurate.

Question for Reflection from Jonah and the Whale: Jonah thought he knew better than God. But in the end he learned a valuable lesson about
the Lord's mercy and forgiveness, which extends beyond Jonah and Israel to all people who repent and believe. Is there some area of your life in

which you are defying God, and rationalizing it? Remember that God wants you to be open and honest with him. It's always wise to obey the One

« Jesus did not consider the book of Jonah to be a fable or myth. While modern skeptics may find it impossible that a man could survive inside a .
who loves you most. .



Interested in spicing up your personal devotional life? The Upper Room offers short daily devotionals written by
Christians from around the world who want to share their experiences of discovering God. This small bi-monthly

magazine is yours for the taking; find it in the narthex or on the counter in the church office.

If you have access to the Internet, there’s a terrific daily devotional you may subscribe to, free of charge, that comes
from the UCC web site. It's called the Stillspeaking Daily Devotional, and it's always thoughtful and often funny. The

writers are some of our best UCC clergy. Go to http://www.ucc.org/ to subscribe.

FROM THE TRUSTEES Messenger Please do not bring food & drinks

Deadline :
Heating our Church: The into the Sanctuary.

Trustees are painfully aware that

the Sanctuary is uncomfortably The deadline for the _
warm on Sundays and that we are March Messenger is To keep our Sanctuary beautiful,
wasting money. We are trying to Saturday, February comfortable and focused on
upgrade and improve the heating 19th . Please leave all worship, please do not bring food
system. Some of the changes submissions in the dri k bottled
Messenger box in the or drinks (except bottled water)

made to the system are causing ; . .
the Sanctuary to overheat, We office or email to into the Sanctuary.
holiver@thecia.net

are working on fixing this Thank Youl
problem. Once it is fixed, we

plan to keep the sanctuary cool. Thanks!

o
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“Who We Are” (from the MACUCC website)
Who We Are

Rooted in the grace of God, the mission of the Massachusetts Conference of the United Church of Christ is to nurture local
church vitality and the covenant among our churches to make God'’s love and justice real.

We are a gathering of 386 churches with over 73,000 members, making us the largest Protestant
denomination in Massachusetts. Our roots go back to the Puritans and Pilgrims who founded this country,
making us the Commonwealth’s oldest denomination.

The Massachusetts Conference is one of 39 regional bodies of the United Church of Christ (UCC), which has 5,300
churches and 1.1 million members

The motto of the UCC is “That They May All Be One.” This is from the prayer of Jesus (Holy Bible, John 17:11) for the unity
of the church. Members of the United Church have been leaders in the movement to heal the divisions in the Christian
church, and local congregations welcome into membership people from a diversity of religious backgrounds. Today,

approximately two-thirds of our members have come to the UCC from other denominations, or from no denomination.

Our churches are large and small, urban, suburban and rural. As a Conference, we support one another in spreading the
Word and doing the work of Jesus Christ.



Food Pantry News

Here is our list of "ltems of the Week" for the month of February. Please remember to pick up these
items when you are grocery shopping. Please do your part to help stock our pantry for those in need in
our church community and in Stoneham and the neighboring communities.

Jan 30 — Feb. 5 Laundry Detergent

Feb 6-12 Instant Coffee

Feb 13-19 Paper Towels

Feb 20-26 Spam/Corned Beef Hash
Feb 27-March 5 Sugar (2 Ib Box)

We have been fortunate to be able to buy quite a few items for the pantry with coupons at great
discounts.

If you would like to help the food pantry in this way, please leave your coupons in the church office.

Thank you all for your continued help!

Lynn Haddad, Lorraine Savage and Sara Thompson

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH IN STONEHAM
STEEPLE FUND
1 CHURCH STREET, STONEHAM, MA 02180

Yes, | would like to donate to the Steeple Fund

Name: Address:

Amount of donation: $

Please make checks payable to:

First Congregational Church in Stoneham Steeple Fund

Please make this donation in memory of:

Name:

The Steeple Fund Committee will be printing a list of name of those people who have donated to the Steeple Fund. This list
will be displayed in Fellowship Hall. If you do not wish to have your name printed on this list, please indicate here:

NO, do not print my name
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MWeet a Wember - ...
4 4

Q: How long have you
been involved at First
Church?

Q: What is your oldest
memory of the church?

(Meet a Member is a new feature which will
appear in the monthly newsletter. Each
month you will get to know a member
better...it may be someone you have known

for years or someone who has just joined)

Q: What do you spend your days doing?

A: Judith Amelia Olson Perry. My
mother was the oldest of 8 children.
The 7th child’s name was Beulah
Amelia Gilette and she always
complained that no one would ever
name one of their children after her.
My mother said that if | was a girl, she
would name me after her. She did!

A: About 5 years, maybe a little more.

A: No one spoke to us the first 2
Sundays we attended. | told Dick and
we prayed to God that if no one spoke
to us on that next Sunday, we would
not attend any longer. When | got out
of my car, Joan Davis met me and we
walked to the stairs together. | couldn’t
have had a better answer to my prayer!

Q: What is your favorite part of First
Church?

Q: Tell me something interesting about
yourself:

Q: Anything you'd like to see the church
doing that we’re not already?

A: As my contribution to our little business (called Perry Press), |
make the various greeting cards. This shows off my “creative
side”. Because of my many surgeries, | spend a lot of time
resting. As soon as | lie down, out cat Benji comes right to me

and cuddles and snuggles hour after hour. My favorite activity is
planning for the Sunday School.

A: That's easy! Working with the children. | also enjoy singing in
the Cantatas.

A: | am the youngest of three children. My sister is 10 years older
than | am. | had a brother who was killed in Korea at the
beginning of the conflict. He was 13 years older than me. He
called me “Butch”. | love cruising with my husband and thus
being able to get away from “the pain”. Most importantly, | really

appreciate the many friends we have at First Church who
support us in so many ways.

A: | would love to see some more adult Christian Education.
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Sun

8:30 €hoir

11:30 Trustees

.
. 8:30 €Choir
* Family Sunday

‘27

° 8:30 €hoir
.

Mon

7

7:00 CE
8-9 AA

14

8-9 AA

7:00 Books &
Choc=—Judy
€larks house

8-9 AA

8-9 AA

Tue

5:45 Comm
Dinn.

7:00 Book
Study

5:45 Comm
Dinn.

7:00
Diaconate

15

5:45 Comm
Dinn.

7:00 Book
Study

5:45 €Comm
Dinn.

7:00 Book
Study

Wed

3:30 €himes
4:30 Drama
7:30 Iglesia

3:30 €himes
4:30 Drama
7:30 Iglesia

3:30 €himes
4:30 Drama
7:30 Iglesia

3:30 €himes
4:30 Drama
7:30 Iglesia

Thu

7:00 €antata
Rehearsal

7:00 €antata
Rehearsal

7:00 55+
Singles

17

7:00 €antata
Rehearsal

24

7:00 €antata
Rehearsal

Fri

4

25

-------
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Sat

5

8-2 Cubscout
Pinewood
Derby

9-2 Red €ross
Blood Drive
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SALVATION ARMY TOY DRIVE

Dear Members and Friends of First Church,

This year again, due to the economy and the hard times that many families in Stoneham are facing, |
learned that | would have 90 children signed up to receive assistance through the Salvation Army Toy Drive. |

like to provide each child with four gifts from their list, an outfit of clothing, pajamas, a warm hat and gloves, a
filled stocking and a few little extras.

The overwhelming response by the outpouring of love and generosity that came from each and every
participant was heartwarming.

When the parents of those children who were recipients of the gifts came to pick up their packages, |
had many parents crying with joy. One father told me Christmas was cancelled until we came along. Another
father wants to “pay it forward” and help at our food pantry!

| received many lovely thank you notes and cards from recipient parents, and wanted to share some
with you.

“Thank you so much for all the wonderful gifts that the Salvation Army was able to help my children
with this Christmas. The diapers and wipes were such a help for the baby, and all the clothes for both of them
were perfect. My three year old loved every toy that he opened. If it weren't for your help they wouldn't have
had anything this Christmas, things have been so hard since my husband was laid off. Everyone who helps with
your toy drive is a life saver and | thank you all from the bottom of my heart.”

“What a wonderful Christmas you provided for my children! It was such a joy to watch their faces as
they opened their presents from "Santa." Your generosity helped my children to have presents and clothes
that | would not have been able to provide myself. But beyond the toys and games, the fact that you were able
to give all three of them the winter jackets, hats and gloves that they needed was just amazing! What a help

that is! God has truly answered my prayers and blessed my family. Thank you, thank you, thank you!”

“Words cannot express my sincere and heartfelt gratitude and happiness on the thoughtful gifts making
my daughter’s Christmas truly blessed this year. She was overjoyed with all of her gifts. You seem to know

exactly what she like and needed! Again, thank you so much for thinking of us! May God bless you and have a
wonderful New Year!”

| thank everyone for your part in helping to make Christmas a little brighter for 90 children. The caring
that all of you brought to this toy drive is the true spirit of Christmas. Thank you.

Bless You,

Lorraine Savage



Daily Lectionary Scripture References

Tues., Feb. 1
Psalm 37:1-17
Ruth 2:1-16
James Ji1-6

Wed., Feb. 2

Psalm 37:1-17

Ruth 3:1-13; 4:13-22
Luke 5:17-26

Thurs., Feb. 3
Psalm 112:1-9 [10]
Deuterononmy 4:1-14
1 John 5:1-5

Fri., Feb. 4

Psalm 112:1-9 [10]
Isaiah 29:1-12
James 3:13-18

Sat., Feb. 5

Psalm 112:1-9 [10]
Isaiah 29:13-16
Mark 7:1-8

Sun., Feb. 6

Fifth Sundzy after Epiphany
Isaiah 58:1-9a [9b-12]
Psalm 112:1-9 [10]

1 Corinthizans 2:1-12 [13-16]
Matthew 5:13-20

Maon.. Feb. 7
Psalm 119:105-112
2 Kings 22:3-20
Romans 11:2-10

Tues,, Feb. B

Psalm 119:105-112

2 Kings 23:1-8, 21-25
2 Corinthians 4:1-12

‘Wed., Feb. O
Psalm 119:103-112
Proverbs 6:6-23
John 8:12-30

Thurs., Feb. 10
Psalm 119:1-8
Geness 26:1-3
James 1:12-16
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February 2011 (Year A)

Fri., Feb. 11
Psalm 115:1-8
Levitious 26:34-46
1 lohn 2:7-17

Sat., Feb. 12

Psalm 119:1-8
Deutercnomy 30:1-5a
Martthew 15:1-9

Sun., Feb. 13

Sivth Sundsy after Epiphany

Deutercnomy 30: 13-20
or Sirach 15:15-20

Psalm 119:1-8

1 Corinthians 3:1-9

Marthew 5:21-37

Mon., Feb. 14
Psalm 119:9-16
Exodus 20:1-21
James 1:2-8

Tues., Feb. 15
Psalm 119:9-16
Deuteronomy 23:21

24:4, 10-15
James 2:1-13

Wed., Feh. 16
Psalm 119:%-16
Proverbs 2:1-15
Marthew 19:1-12

Thurs., Feb. 17
Pealm 119:33-40
Exodus 22:21-27
1 Corinthians 10:23—11:1

Fri., Feb. 18
Psalm 119:33-40
Leviticus 6:1-7
Galatians 5:2-6

Sat., Feb. 10
Pealm 119:33-40
Levitious 24:10-23
Matthew 7:1-12

Sun., Feb. 20
Seventh Sunday after Epiphany
Leviticus 19:1-2, 9-18

Psalm 119:33-40

1 Corinthians 3:10-11, 16-23
Matthew 5:38-48

Mon., Feb, 21
Psalm 119:57-64
Proverbs 25:11-22
Romans 12:9-21

Tues., Feb. 22

Psalm 119:57-64
Genesis 31:1-3, 17-50
Hebrews 12:14-16

Wed., Feb. 23
Psalm 119:57-64
Proverbs 3:27-335
Luke 18:18-30

Thurs., Feh. 24
Psalm 131
Proverbs 12:22-28
Philippians 2:15-24

Fri., Feb. 25
Psalm 131

Isaiah 26:1-6
Philippians 2:25-30

Sat., Feb. 26

Psalm 131

Isaizh 31:1-9

Luke 11:14-23

Sun., Feb. 27

Eighth Sundzy after Epiphany
Isaizh 49:8-16a

Psalm 131

1 Corinthians 4:1-5

Matthew 6:24-34

Mon., Feb. 28

Psalm 104
Deuteronomy 32:1-14
Hebrews 10:32-39

Revised Common Lectionary Daly Readings, copyright & 2005 Consultation on Common Texts.
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