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LET’S GO GREEN!

We currently have 64 people out
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of  230 on the mailing list who have opted to receive their Messenger by email. Let’s help the planet and the save the church money by increasing that number. If you are willing to receive an e-messenger, please send an email 

to the Editor at heatherwiw@rcn.com. THANKS!

 february birthdays
1
Paul Bilbo
1
John Chetwynd

1
Kimberly Savage

6
Esther Lee

6
Jason Sawyer

11
Lorraine Prestera

12
Emily Wallace

15 
Ryan Bergstrom

15
Heather Merrow

15
Robert Merrow

16
Helen Lister
16
Zachary Dearth

19
Elsie Wallace

22
David Sturks

22
Mark Savage

24
Arthur Clark
26
Katy Bemis
28
Donna Wall

 

If you would like to be added to the birthday list, please call the church office or email Heather.
Visit our Church Library
Stop by the church library to select a Christmas 
holiday book for yourself, your family or children.
we have a nice selection on display.  There is a box 
on the desk for checking the books out. 
 

BIBLE STUDY
Come join as we read and ponder The Acts of the Apostles, the story of the fledgling Christian Church in the first century and how they struggled against persecution.  Their bold faith can inspire us.  We meet on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 pm in the pastor’s office.  Come any week that you are able.  Contact Pastor Diane with any questions. 

WEEKLY PRAYER CIRCLE
Jesus has said, “For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.” (Matthew 18:20)  Three or four are gathering for prayer at 11:00 am on Tuesday mornings in the pastor’s office.  Prayer is our intimate connection to God.  We pray for our church, community and God’s world, and for all the requests passed along to us.  All are welcome any week that you feel called to join us.  We invite your prayer concerns: call the church office or place a note in the Sunday morning offering plate.  Pastor Diane



Youth Group

This is the schedule for Feb through June. Mark your calendars for events and meetings. Kyle and Donna are hoping you bring a friend and come have a good time. All are welcome.  We are looking to do a field trip soon. Bring a suggestion of a place and time to meet for field trip.

Schedule:

Feb. 7  Sunday  “Souper Bowl”  coffee hour. All youth help with setting, serving,  cleaning up. This is a fundraiser for the food programs at the church.

 Feb 9     Tues. 5:15-7pm serve community dinner (meet in lounge)

 Feb. 12  Fri   5:30-7:30  meeting    youth lounge

 Mar. 12  Fri   6:30-8:30  mission event  ping pong tournament  All welcome - come win a prize - have a blast!

 Mar 19  Fri  5:30-7:30  meeting    youth lounge

 April 9   Fri 5:30-7:30   meeting    youth lounge

 May 7   Fri  5:30-7:30   meeting     youth lounge

 June 4   Fri   5:30-7:30   meeting  youth lounge


Cell Phones for Soldiers

Dear Church Friends,

Here is an update of what your support for cell phones for soldiers has accomplished to date. I made a drop off today or approximately 50 cell phones that church members donated this year. I went online and was surprised to find that there are now over 3,000 collection sites across the country! 

Teenagers Robbie and Brittany Bergquist in Norwell, MA founded “Cell phones for soldiers” with $21 of their own money. Since then the registered non-profit organization has raised $2 million in donations of recycled cell-phones and accessories for cash. That distributed more than $500,000 in prepaid calling cards for soldiers serving overseas. 

Through increased fundraising efforts, the Bergquist family hopes to raise more than $9 million in the next 5 years to fund new programs, such as prepaid video phones to allow soldiers to see their families on a regular basis. Just think, your unwanted cell phones could allow children to see their Mom or dad thousands of miles away at war! Sometimes a call is not just a chance to catch up, it’s the only way to cope. 

The majority of cell phones end up stuffed away and forgotten in a drawer or simply thrown away. Not only are you helping families come together, you are also doing your part of being green for our planet. 

The donation box is located in the church office. All old cell phones, batteries, cases, chargers & accessories are recycled. I have also provided a website link on how to clear your private data from your phone, as well as a link for a donation receipt for tax purposes.

Thanks for your continued support of our troops and their families as well as “Planet Green”.

Kim Savage-McLaughlin

Cell phone data erase: www.recellular.com/recycling/index/asp
Tax donation form: www.cellphonesforsoldiers.com/media_docs/CPFS_Donation_receipt.pdf
Salvation Army Toy Drive

Dear First Church Family,

This year, due to the economy and the hard times that many families in Stoneham are facing, I learned that I would have 108 children signed up to receive assistance through the Salvation Army Toy Drive. I was worried. How on earth was I going to fill the wish lists of so many children? I like to provide each child with three gifts from their list, an outfit of clothing, and a few little extras. That’s a lot of presents!


Luckily, many people from many organizations (including First Church) were willing to come forward and participate in the Toy Drive. I was overwhelmed by the outpouring of love and generosity that came from each and every participant in the drive.


When the parents of those children who were recipients of the gifts came to pick ip their packages, I had many parents crying with job at the abundance we were able to provide for their children at Christmas. We met our goals, and then some!


I received many lovely thank you notes and cards from recipient parents, and wanted to share a quote with you from one of the cards. “Those who are touched by the special kind of caring you bring to this world receive a very special gift.” I thank everyone at First Church for their part in helping to make Christmas a little brighter for 108 children. The caring that all of you brought to this toy drive is the true spirit of Christmas. Thank you!

Lorraine Savage

Salvation Army Welfare Secretary, Stoneham









































Ash Wednesday Worship Service - February 17, 7:00 p.m.
We invite you to join us as we begin the Lenten Season with a service of spiritual reflection, repentance, and renewal, including the sacrament of Holy Communion and the imposition of ashes, a symbol of penitence.  We also will share in a ritual of wholeness and forgiveness by writing down things for which we seek forgiveness and then burning the papers.




Thank you!

Dear friends,

The friends of many years I miss very much. Thank you for the newsletter every month. That keeps me in touch with all the doings in the church. Also, please thank the children for my very nice gifts every year (over 80). I keep the cards on my refrigerator. The weather in Florida is great! But there is nothing like New England.

Hope to be home in May and get to see Judy and my friends at Crafts.

God Bless,

Doris.




Valentine’s Day Tea Party

If you haven’t already made your reservations for the  Valentine’s Day Tea on Sunday, February 14th, 
It may not be too late!

Call the Church office or Judy Clark at 781-944-7240 

for a reservation
We will be having an elegant Tea Party at 1:30 pm with delicious tea sandwiches, scones, and desserts while being serenaded with romantic piano music for your listening pleasure by Michael Maloney. In addition, there will be 20 small raffles and one super-large door prize! 
The Current Hostesses are:

Helen Collins

Judy Clark

Linda Paolini

Linda Allard

Pam Moriarty

Betty Baumann

Elsie Wallace
Jill Geisler

Sharon Wade & Joan Snyder
The cost will be $15 per person ($10 for children) and the proceeds go to the Steeple Fund.  This has been a great fundraiser and a very enjoyable time in the past.  If you have never been to one of our tea parties before you will be pleased that you came this time. This is a great event for mothers & daughters, friends, any ladies of any age! A chance to dress up and have fun!

Pastor’s Ponderings
Dear Friends,


February is the month for Valentines.  The origins and history of Valentine’s Day are somewhat obscure and mixed with various legends, pagan festivals, Christian saints, and, of course, the Greeting Card Association of America.  There are some interesting tales about Valentine’s Day.  In the Middle Ages, young men and women drew names from a bowl to see who their valentines would be.  They would wear these names on their sleeves for one week.  To wear your heart on your sleeve now means that it is easy for other people to know how you are feeling.


No one will dispute that this popular holiday is about love.  But what kind of love?  Love is a word with many nuances.  The New Testament of our Holy Bible includes three kinds of love.  In the original Greek text, three different words are used for love.  First, eros which is physical love.  We can equate eros with Cupid.  Second is phileo, brotherly or sisterly love.  Love among family and friends.  Third is agape, God love.


The dictionary offers a first definition of agape as “in a state of wonder or amazement, as with the mouth wide open.”  The second definition is “Love as revealed in Jesus, seen as spiritual and selfless and a model for humanity.”  Agape is the love that God has for all God’s children, and I think that we all ought to be in a state of wonder, even with our mouths wide open, in gratitude for the gift of God’s love.

For me the words in I John 4 best express God’s love.  “Beloved, let us love one another because love is from God … we love because God first loved us.  There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear.”  Repeatedly Jesus tells us to love one another, love everyone, especially the strangers among us and even our enemies.

As we continue our journey of faith, may we so love one another in our Stoneham First Church family that our love overflows into our community and our world.  May God’s love keep us ever connected and committed to our church as we look to the future.

Faithfully yours in the love of Christ,  

Pastor Diane


Rev. Diane Cusumano, Interim Minister

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

IN STONEHAM

STEEPLE FUND

1 CHURCH STREET

STONEHAM, MA 02180

Yes, I would like to donate to the Steeple Fund
Name:_______________________________

Address:_____________________________

____________________________________

Amount of donation: $___________________

Please make checks payable to:

    First Congregational Church in Stoneham Steeple Fund

Please make this donation in memory of:

Name:_______________________________

_____________________________________

The Steeple Fund Committee will be printing a list of name of those people who have donated to the Steeple Fund. This list will be displayed in Fellowship Hall. If you do not wish to have your name printed on this list, please indicate here:

NO, do not print my name__

















Missions/Outreach 

Missions Schedule

Tuesday February 9th 5:30 p.m. Hungry Helpers

Sunday Feb. 21st, Missions Coffee Hour

Friday March 12th Ping Pong Tournament Fundraiser

Dinner Leaders Needed for Hungry Helpers
Are you comfortable in a kitchen?  Do you have a few hours to spare one evening a month?  

The Hungry Helpers’ dinner group is looking for one or more individuals who would be willing to take charge of a Community Dinner meal on the second Tuesday of the month.  

Lynn Haddad, who currently leads the Hungry Helper dinners, will continue to coordinate the meal plans.  Jocelyn Wise, the caterer, will continue to prepare the entrée.  If you can throw a few pans in the oven to cook, dress a salad and heat rolls, then you can probably lead a meal!!

Lynn will provide complete training for any individuals who sign up to lead a meal. If you’re interested, please contact Lynn at 781-246-5849 or lahaddad@verizon.net.

Future Bread & Roses Helpers Still Needed

Was January’s  Bread & Roses dinner our last?

Volunteers are needed to purchase the groceries, lead the meal prep, oversee the cooking, and make the delivery of future meals. If you feel that continuing this program is a worthwhile mission of the church, won’t you consider taking on one of these roles?  Only a few hours of your time are required 4 times a year. Training will be provided. For more information please contact Lynn at 781-246-5849.

Earthquake in Haiti

Thank you to the congregation for your generous donations at coffee hour on Sunday, February 17. Missions collected $357 for Partners in Health (PIH), an organization that the church has supported for many years that works in Haiti. 

The World Health Organization recently designated PIH to serve as coordinators for University Hospital in Port au Prince as PIH already has a network of hospitals in Haiti. 

Go to www.pih.org or http://www.standwithhaiti.org/haiti for updates on their work in Haiti and to make further donations.
United Church of Christ Coffee Project

The Missions/Outreach Committee is purchasing Fair Trade coffee for use at Coffee hour. Also, fair trade coffee, tea, chocolates and pecans are available for purchase, at cost, during coffee hours.  All items are organic.

For those of you who prefer milk chocolate candy, we now have milk chocolate candy bars for sale.   

Save the Date

Ping Pong Tournament 2

Friday March 12th

The Missions/Outreach will hold its second annual Ping Pong tournament on March 12th at the church. There will be food, raffles and prizes for the winners.

Contact Lynn Haddad or Kevin O’Neill for more information.

Food Pantry News:

Here is our list of "Items of the Week" for the month of February.  Please remember to pick up these items when you are grocery shopping.  Please do your part to help stock our pantry for those in need in our church community and in Stoneham and the neighboring communities.
Jan. 31 – Feb. 6
Cereal

Feb. 7 – 13 

Applesauce

Feb. 14 – 20 

Baked Beans

Feb. 21 – 27 

Ramen Noodles

Feb. 28 – Mar. 6
Canned Raviolis and Spaghettio’s

Thank you all for your continued help! 
Lynn Haddad, Lorraine Savage and Sara Thompson
messenger deadline

The Deadline for the March 2010 Messenger is Friday, Feb. 19th.
crafts
Crafts will meet Feb 2, 9, 23 at 9:30 am in the craft room. Everyone is welcome to come! 



	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	
	1
	                             2
	3
	4
	                            5
	9-2 Adventista    6

	
	8-9 AA (Lounge)
	9:30 Crafts

5:45 Community
        Dinner

7:00 Book Study (Parlor)


	3:30 Chimes

4:30 Drama

6:30 Bible Study

7:30  Adventista

         (Chapel)
	
	
	7-3 Pinewood Derby

	                            7 
	8
	                           9
	10
	11
	12
	13

	10:00 Worship
“Souper Bowl” luncheon

11:30 Diaconate


	8-9 AA (Lounge)

	9:30 Crafts

5:45 Community
        Dinner

7:00 Book Study (Parlor)
	3:30 Chimes

4:30 Drama

6:30 Bible Study

7:30  Adventista

         (Chapel)
	
	5:30-7:30 Youth Group
	9-2 Adventista   



	                           14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	                           20

	10:00 Worship
Family Sunday


	8-9 AA (Lounge)
OFFICE CLOSED
	5:45 Community
        Dinner

7:00 Book Study (Parlor)
	6:30 Bible Study

7:30 Adventista

        (Chapel)
	
	
	9-2 Adventista



	                           21
	22
	                           23
	                           24
	25
	                          26
	27

	8:30 Choir          10:00 Worship
.
	8-9 AA (Lounge)
	9:30 Crafts

5:45 Community
        Dinner

7:00 Book Study (Parlor)
	3:30 Chimes

4:30 Drama

6:30 Bible Study

7:30 Adventista


	
	
	9-2 Adventista


	                           28
	
	                           
	
	
	
	

	8: 30 Choir

10:00 Worship

	
	
	 
	
	
	


FEBRUARY 2010

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
church staff





Rev. Diane Cusumano, Interim Pastor


Sara Thompson, Secretary


John Piskadlo, Sexton


Joyce Simpson, Music Director


Heather Oliver, Treasurer 


Judi Perry, Sunday School Superintendent


Donna Wall, Youth Director




















